
 The occupation groups that gained middle jobs over the same time period include healthcare
practitioners and technical occupations, and business and financial operations occupations.

 Although rural areas were impacted by the Great Recession, the impacts were not as extreme as
those in urban areas. This could be due to the huge job losses rural areas already experienced
over the past fifteen years due to North Carolina’s declining traditional industries.

 Rural middle occupations declined by over 4,000 jobs from 2007 to 2010. Sixty-three percent of
these losses were concentrated in ten occupations, including heavy and tractor-trailer truck
drivers, first-line supervisors/managers of construction trades and extraction workers, and first-
line supervisors/managers of production and operating workers.


